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	MAT421: Personal Finance Pacing Guide 2022-2023 

	Quarter 1 
	Lesson Title 
	Learning Objectives  
	Resources 

	Week 1 
 
 
	UNIT 1: CHECKING
1.1 The Essential Checking Account

 











1.2 Read the Fine Print 
	1.1: Students will be able to: 
· Explain what a checking account is used for and why it is important to have one
· Understand the variety of ways they can deposit and withdraw funds from their checking account 
· Describe the consequences of not being in the banking system 
· Understand various options for payment (cash, check, debit, person-to-person, prepaid card) and determine when to use each type





1.2: Students will be able to: 
· Learn tips for using their checking account effectively, including the use of mobile alerts
· Read a checking account agreement and identify the fees associated with a checking account
· Understand how overdraft protection works and how to avoid high fees attached to the service
· Read a bank statement to verify its accuracy and interpret how their money is being used

	1.1 
· Lesson Guide 
· Student Activity 
· Video: Why use a bank?
· Article: Why you need a checking account 
· Video: Looking for Change
· Reference: Make Deposits & Withdrawals
· How Does a Checking Account Work?
· Video: Prepaid Cards
· Article: 9 Things about Prepaid Cards
· Activity: Person to Person Payments   





1.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Question: Average ATM fee?
· Video: Using Your Checking Account Properly
· Activity: Checking Account Agreement
· Video: Bank Overdraft Fees
· Article: Banking Alerts to Activate
· Video: Checking your Bank Statement
· Activity: Checking Account Statements










      



	Week 2 
 
 
	1.3 Classic Checking Skills












 1.4 Online & Mobile Banking 
	1.3: Students will be able to: 
· Practice writing a check
· Learn how to complete a check register and why it’s important for understanding your cash flows
· Understand how to balance and reconcile their checkbook and how doing so helps protect their money






1.4: Students will be able to: 
· Appreciate the range of online and mobile banking services available to help manage and fully utilize their checking account 
· Explain what direct deposit is, how they sign up for it, and why it could be beneficial
· Use online bill pay 
· Understand the advantages and disadvantages of digital wallet payments such as Apple and Google Pay 
· Identify ways they can protect their checking account when using online and mobile banking 

	 1.3 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Interactive - Check Writing 
· Article: What's a Check Register?
· Article: Why Balance Your Checking Account?
· Activity: Reconcile Your Checkbook
· Question: % of Gen Z have payment apps?
· Data Crunch: Non-Cash Payments





1.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Infographic: Evolution of Personal Banking
· Article: 8 Checking Account Tips
· Video: Direct Deposit
· Article: Personal Internet Banking
· Article: Online Bill Pay
· Video: Using Apple Pay
· Article: 10 Online & Mobile Security Tips  





















	Week 3 
 
 
	1.5 Select a Checking Account













Unit 1 Test Review 
Unit 1 Test



UNIT 2: SAVING
2.1 Saving Basics 

	1.5: Students will be able to: 
· Compare and contrast banks and credit unions
· Consider different features, fees, and requirements of checking accounts at various banks and choose the options that are best for them, personally
· Understand the specific “perks” and requirements of a student checking account
· Conduct online research to select a checking account
· Enumerate what paperwork is required to open a checking account








2.1: Students will be able to: 
· Explain how saving is linked to overall wealth
· Describe how saving and investing are different
· Understand fundamentals of saving such as reasons for saving, how much to save, and strategies to enable saving
· Acknowledge the role of delayed gratification in saving


	 1.5 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Article: How to Open a Checking Account
· Article: What's the Difference Between Banks and Credit Unions?
· Video: 5 Questions to Ask When Choosing a Bank
· Article: Best Banks for Students
· Activity: Compare - Selecting a Checking Account
· Article: How to Open a Checking Account
· Video: Ally Bank Commercial









2.1 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: What is Wealth?
· Video: The Difference Between Saving and Investing
· Article: Learn the Most Important Reasons to Save Money
· Video: How Much Should I Save?
· Data Crunch: How "Financially Prepared" are Americans?
· Article: 5 Simple Saving Tips
· Interactive: Savings Calculator
· Video: Don't Eat the Marshmallow!   









   

	Week 4 
 
 
	2.2 Why We Save 





















2.3 How We Save 
	 2.2: Students will be able to: 
· Identify everyday obstacles Americans experience when trying to save money
· Understand why it is important to maintain an emergency fund
· Describe their own savings goals as well as big picture reasons to save, such as for college or retirement
· Estimate the cost of medium- and long-term goals and devise smaller, periodic savings goals to reach them 











2.3: Students will be able to: 
· Identify various rules of thumb and strategies to save money
· Determine whether a direct deposit or manually saving is the best strategy for them
· Understand how compound interest works to increase savings
· Explain how to use the Rule of 72
· Recommend different mobile apps that can help them manage and increase their savings


	 2.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Article: Five Reasons We Impulse Buy
· Article: Is Social Media Ruining Your Finances?
· Reference: Keeping Up with the Joneses
· Video: Living Paycheck to Paycheck
· Activity: ROLEPLAY - Living Paycheck to Paycheck
· Video: 3 Things You Need to Know About an Emergency Fund
· Video: Planning for Retirement in Your 20's
· Article: Why Your Kid Needs a Roth IRA
· Activity: ANALYZE: Investing for Retirement
· Article: How to Reduce Student Loan Debt While You’re in School
· Activity: CREATE: Your Savings Goals
· Video: Health Savings Account Overview
· Article: Is Your Piggy Bank a Source of Happiness? 




2.3
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Article: New to Budgeting? Why You Should Try the 50-20-30 Rule
· EDPUZZLE: Pay Yourself First
· Article: How to Save for Multiple Goals at the Same Time
· Video: How to Save Money Everyday
· Data Crunch: Why are Young People Saving Less?
· Activity: CREATE: Your Savings Goals
· Video: Compound Interest Explained
· Video: The Rule of 72
· Video: How to Counter the Effects of Inflation
· Activity: RESEARCH: Online Tools and Apps








	Week 5 
 
 
	2.4 Selecting a Savings Account 












Unit 2 Test Review 
Unit 2 Test

UNIT 3: TYPES OF CREDIT
3.1 Credit Basics 

	 2.4: Students will be able to: 
· Compare different savings vehicles such as a savings account, CD, and money market account
· Identify important criteria to consider when selecting a savings account
· Make a systematic and informed decision by gathering, evaluating, and comparing information








3.1: Students will be able to: 
· Correctly use fundamental vocabulary related to credit and lending
· Explain how loan amortization and payments work
· Understand how principal, interest rate, and term are critical components to evaluating credit options


	 2.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Video: What's the Difference Between Checking and Savings?
· Activity: COMPARE: Types of Savings Accounts
· Video: Ally Bank Commercial - Would You Like a Pony?
· Article: Finances 101: Tips on Opening a Savings Account
· Activity: COMPARE: Select a Savings Account
· Article: How to Open a Bank Account and What You'll Need





3.1 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: Banking Explained – Money and Credit
· Video: What is Credit? Loans, Mortgages and Overdrafts Explained
· Video: Loan Basics
· Activity: ANALYZE: Categorizing Credit
· Video: Understanding How Loan Payments Work
· Activity: ANALYZE: Understanding Amortization
· Video: Banking Explained – Money and Credit

















	Week 6 
 
 
	3.2 Intro to Credit Cards

















3.3 Select a Credit Card 
	 3.2: Students will be able to: 
· Explain how a credit card works in terms of making purchases and managing payments
· Read a Schumer box and identify how terms of the card impact total cost of purchases
· Understand how interest is charged and how to avoid or minimize it
· Read a credit card statement










 3.3: Students will be able to: 
· Establish criteria for choosing a credit card, based on the factors important to their needs
· Recognize and avoid marketing schemes that might lead to bad decisions
· Identify alternative routes to establishing credit, aside from opening their own credit card account  

	 3.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Video: Students and Credit Cards
· Video: Credit Card Basics
· Interactive: It Costs What?! - Credit Card Primer
· Article: Decipher Credit Card Offers with the Schumer Box
· Video: Credit Card Debt Explained
· Interactive: It Costs What?! - Case Files
· Activity: CALCULATE: Shopping with Interest
· Article: Why We Spend More When We Pay with Credit Cards
· Video: What Is a Balance Transfer?
· Article: Personal Finance 101: What Is a Cash Advance?
· Activity: RESEARCH: Credit Card Laws WebQuest
· Article: Understand Your Credit Card Statement

3.3 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: Citi AAdvantage Platinum Select, 'Boat'
· Video: Visa Rewards Credit Card Commercial
· Video: Chase Freedom Unlimited with Kevin Hart
· Video: First Florida Bank - Credit Card Commercial
· Article: How to Choose a Credit Card
· Article: Why 0% APR Might Not be Good for Your Credit
· Video: How to Maximize Your Credit Card Rewards
· Activity: PLAY: Should They Open a Credit Card?
· Article: Mom, Can You Co-Sign My Credit Card?
· Video: Secured Cards: Frequently Asked Questions
· Activity: COMPARE: Select a Credit Card
· Article: Credit Card Security Tips 











	Week 7 
 
 
	3.4 Understanding Loans
















3.5 Auto Loans & Leases 

	 3.4: Students will be able to: 
· Explain the fundamental features of a personal loan, including where to find one and how to apply
· Explore the peer-to-peer lending market as an alternative to traditional banks
· Understand the potential pitfalls of borrowing from family and friends, a personal 401(k), or a payday lender








 3.5: Students will be able to: 
· Utilize knowledge and strategies to get the best possible financing terms (that meet their individual needs and budget) for a new or used car
· Explain the difference between a car loan and lease as well as advantages and disadvantages of each
· Have a backup plan if they find themselves unable to afford their car payments

	 3.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Video: Understanding How Loan Payments Work
· Article: When is a Personal Loan Better than a Credit Card?
· Article: Where Can I Get a Personal Loan?
· Article: Why I Took Out a Loan from My “Peers”
· Article: 5 Perks of Peer-To-Peer Lending
· Article: A Guide to Small Business Loans
· Activity: ANALYZE: Alternative Lending
· Article: 9 Tips for Lending Money to Family & Friends
· Video: Payday Loans Explained
· Video: Taking a Loan from Yourself
· Video: Tap Your 401(k)? No Way!


3.5 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Article: Financing or Leasing a Car
· Video: How to Get the Best Auto Loan
· Article: Understanding Auto Loan Basics
· Activity: COMPARE: Auto Loans
· Video: Auto Loan vs. Lease
· Video: Paying Your Car Loan
· Article: Can't Afford Your Car Payment? Here's What to Do.

















	Week 8 
 
 
	3.6 Student Loans 


















3.7 Mortgages


















Unit 3 Test Review 
Unit 3 Test

	 3.6: Students will be able to: 
· Make informed decisions about how much student loan debt to take on, based on college costs and projected salary upon graduation
· Explain the difference between private and Federal loans, and the various types of Federal loans, and when to use each 
· Select the best repayment option to minimize total amount paid while also keeping monthly payments reasonable within a budget
· Learn strategies for avoiding default, including whether consolidation is an appropriate option






 3.7: Students will be able to: 
· Understand how down payment, interest rate, term, loan type, and amortization table work together to impact overall mortgage payments
· Recognize the pros and cons of fixed- and adjustable-rate mortgages
· Determine whether a home equity loan or line of credit is a viable loan option 
· Decide whether renting or buying makes the most sense 

	 3.6 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Interactive: Eight Questions to Answer Before Picking a College
· Article: Determine How Much to Borrow for College
· Activity: ANALYZE: College and Career Choices
· Video: Federal vs. Private Student Loans
· Video: The Different Types of Federal Student Loans
· Article: How to Reduce Student Loan Debt While You’re in School
· Video: Repayment: What to Expect
· Activity: COMPARE: Which Repayment Option Is Best?
· Video: Consolidating Student Loans
· Graphic: 3 Year Default Rate on Student Loans
· Article: What Happens If I Ignore My Student Loans?



3.7
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Article: 10 Steps to Buying a Home
· Video: Mortgage Basics
· Activity: CALCULATE: Using a Mortgage Calculator
· Video: Mortgage Amortization Calculator
· Video: Understanding Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARMs)
· Reference: Which Type of Mortgage Is Right for You?
· Article: Is it Better to Buy or Rent a Home?
· Video: What is a Home Equity Loan?
· Article: What Happens If You Can't Pay Your Mortgage












	Week 9 
 
 
	UNIT 4: MANAGING CREDIT 
4.1 Basics of Managing Credit 










4.2 Credit History & Reports 
	 4.1: Students will be able to: 
· Explain how to make good choices regarding the use and management of credit and debt
· Understand how credit is typically used in the US
· Calculate net worth
· State the difference between a credit report and score and why each is important






 4.2: Students will be able to: 
· Enumerate the components of a credit report and how long each data type is retained
· Read a credit report
· Explain key components of the Fair Credit Reporting Act and how it impacts lenders and borrowers
· Understand the importance of reviewing one’s credit report and the steps to take to find and dispute errors


	 4.1
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Video: Prepare to Make Borrowing Decisions
· Article: How to Build Good Credit in College
· Activity: COMPARE: Making Credit Decisions
· Interactive: Community Credit: Inclusion Map
· Activity: ANALYZE: Household Debt and Credit Report
· Video: How to Calculate Your Net Worth
· Video: Difference Between a Credit Report and Score
· Article: 9 Benefits of Having Good Credit



4.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: Credit Scores and Credit Reports Explained in One Minute
· Article: 5 Reasons to Check Your Credit Reports At least Once a Year
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Credit Report
· Article: The Seven Worst Things for Your Credit Report
· Interactive: Community Credit: On-Time Payers Map
· Activity: RESEARCH: Fair Credit Reporting Act Web Quest
· Article: How to Dispute a Credit Report Error
· Article: How to Scrub Your Credit Report Clean

















	Week 10 
 
 
	4.3 Credit Scores 















4.4 Managing Debt 




















Unit 4 Test Review 
Unit 4 Test


	 4.3: Students will be able to: 
· Name the components of a credit score and how they’re calculated, with specific focus on credit utilization rate
· Describe how credit score impacts the ability to borrow money and at what rate
· Understand the implications of a thin file and how they can build credit and improve their score
· Summarize the rules contained in the Equal Credit Opportunity Act





 4.4: Students will be able to: 
· Generate a list of responsible strategies that can be used by an individual to pay down and eliminate their debts
· Explain the difference between High Rate and Debt Snowball repayment methods
· Decide whether credit counseling, the FTC, or the CFPB could help them manage debt
· Understand the consequences for not paying one’s debts and the choices of last resort for out-of-control debt

	 4.3
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Reference: All You Need to Know About Credit Scores
· Video: What Is a Credit Score? Kal Penn Explains
· Article: How Is My Credit Utilization Ratio Calculated?
· Interactive: Community Credit: Utilization Map
· Activity: INTERACTIVE: FICO Credit Scores
· Article: There's a Man Who Has 1497 Credit Cards
· Article: What Does It Mean If I Have a Thin File?
· Activity: RESEARCH: How Can I Improve My Credit Score?
· Video: Equal Credit Opportunity Act
· Activity: CALCULATE: Impact of Credit Score on Loans  


4.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Data Crunch: Visualizing US Household Debt
· Article: 8 Ways to Get Out of Debt
· Video: Strategies for Paying Down Debts
· Activity: CALCULATE: Avalanche v. Debt Snowball
· Visual: Unpaid Debts & Consequences
· Interactive: Could a Credit Counselor Help Me?
· Article: 4 Ways to Find Debt Relief
· Article: Juan Learns His Rights Regarding Debt Collectors
· Activity: RESEARCH: CFPB and FTC Web Quest
· Video: An Argument for Not Paying Your Debts


 

	MAT421: Personal Finance Pacing Guide 2022-2023 

	Quarter 2
	Lesson Title 
	Learning Objectives
	Resources 

	Week 11
 
 
	UNIT 5: PAYING FOR COLLEGE
5.1 Paying for College Basics 











5.2 FAFSA: Gateway to Financial Aid 
	 5.1: Students will be able to: 
· Identify the quantitative and qualitative benefits of going to college
· Explain the importance of researching expected starting salaries when choosing a college and major
· Understand common costs associated with college
· Explain the difference between sticker price and net price
· Have a conversation with their parents or guardians about paying for college 



 5.2: Students will be able to: 
· Explain the role the FAFSA plays in the financial aid process 
· Understand the importance of submitting the FAFSA
· Apply for the FAFSA 
· Identify misconceptions and challenges students have that prevent them from submitting the FAFSA 
· Read a Student Aid Report (SAR) and understand the role of their Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

	 5.1 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Infographic: The Financial Aid Process
· Data Crunch: What’s the Value of a College Degree?
· Article: Why Go to College
· Video: What I Learned from College: Reynaldo
· Article: Your Guide to Choosing a Major
· Interactive: Understanding College Costs
· Article: Understanding College Costs (Article)
· Infographic: College Costs: Sticker Price vs. Net Price
· Infographic: How America Pays for College
  


 5.2
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Infographic: The Financial Aid Process
· Video: FAFSA Overview
· Video: Student Voices: How to Pay for College
· Interactive: 7 Things You Need to Know About Financial Aid
· Infographic: Prep Work for FAFSA
· Question of the Day: What percent of high school seniors file the FAFSA?
· Article: Demystifying the FAFSA® Form and the Financial Aid Application Process
· Article: 15 Financial Aid Questions You Need to Ask
· Article: Understanding Your FAFSA Student Aid Report and EFC
· Activity: ANALYZE: A Student Aid Report
· Activity: RESEARCH: FAFSA Deadlines   










	Week 12 
 
 
	5.3 Scholarships & Grants: Free Money! 














5.4 Student Loans: Friend or Foe? 
	 5.3: Students will be able to:
· Explain why scholarships and grants should be their 1st pick when looking for and accepting financial aid 
· Understand the difference between scholarships and grants 
· Find scholarships and grants that they are eligible for
· Identify signs of scholarship and grant scams and steps to take to protect themselves 






 5.4: Students will be able to: 
· Understand the rising national trends in student debt
· Compare federal and private loans and explain what it means to take out each type of loan 
· Identify various strategies they can use to be a responsible borrower
· Analyze three student profiles to determine the best course of action to take for their student loans

	 5.3 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Reference: Order of Aid
· Article: Grants vs. Loans vs. Scholarships
· Video: Student Stories - How to Pay: Sarah
· Video: Student Stories - How to Pay: Lorice
· Video: Student Stories - How to Pay: Salmaa
· Video: Searching for Scholarships
· Article: Explore 7 Common Types of Scholarships
· Article: 60 of the Weirdest College Scholarships
· Article: The 3 Types of college grants (and how to win them)
· Activity: RESEARCH: Find Scholarships and Grants Web Quest  

 5.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity   
· Reference: Order of Aid
· Article: US Student Loan Debt Statistics for 2022
· Video: After the FAFSA: What Happens Next
· Video: The Different Types of Federal Student Loans
· Article: Federal Loan Limits, Interest Rates, & Fees
· Article: What are the Interest Rates for Federal Student Loans?
· Video: Responsible Borrowing
· Reference: Rule of Thumb for Student Loans
· Article: Comparing Federal and Private Student Loans
· Article: Best Private Student Loan Options
· Video: Private Student Loans: A Guide to Proper Use of Private College Loans
· Activity: COMPARE: Understanding the Types of Student Loans
· Article: How to Reduce Student Loan Debt While You’re in School
· Activity: ANALYZE: College and Career Choices








	Week 13
 
 
	5.5 Deciphering Your Financial Aid Package












5.6 Budgeting in College 
	 5.5: Students will be able to:
· Understand what a financial aid package is and when they should expect to receive one from a college 
· Read and compare different financial aid offer
· Explain the order in which they should accept different types of aid and when they will receive that aid 
· Identify strategies and resources they can use if their financial aid is not sufficient to cover the cost of attendance



 5.6: Students will be able to: 
· Explain the importance of a budget 
· Identify common challenges college students face when trying to stick to a budget
· Envision their college career and make choices that will impact their college budget 
· Identify their needs and wants 
· Create a monthly college budget

	 5.5 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Infographic: The Financial Aid Process
· Reference: Financial Aid Flow
· Video: How to Read Your Financial Aid Award Letter
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Financial Aid Package
· Video: How to Read a College Financial Aid Statement
· Article: Parents: Think Hard Before Borrowing for, With Your Student
· Article: Accepting Aid
· Article: Financial Aid FAQ
· Article: Financial Aid Not Enough?  

 5.6 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Infographic: The Financial Aid Process
· Data Crunch: What’s the Average College Budget?
· Video: College Students Struggle with Money Management
· Activity: COMPARE: College Needs vs. Wants
· Activity: ROLEPLAY: Payba¢k
· Article: Budgeting Tips for College Students
· Activity: CREATE: A Monthly College Budget
· Article: 13 Ways College Students Waste Money and Opportunities


















	Week 14 
 
 
	5.7 Repaying Your Student Loans 



















Unit 5 Test Review 
Unit 5 Test


UNIT 6: BUDGETING 
6.1 Budgeting for Teens 

	 5.7: Students will be able to: 
· Identify steps they can take to prepare for student loan repayment
· Understand the different loan repayment options available to them 
· Explain how student loan payments work 
· Identify the consequences of not making student loan payments 
· Compare different loan repayment options such as deferment, forbearance, consolidation, and more














6.1: Students will be able to:
· Differentiate between income and expenses
· Classify expenses into needs or wants
· Think critically about how daily choices impact a young person’s budget now and, in the future,


	 5.7 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Reference: The Financial Aid Process
· Data Crunch: Who Has the Most Trouble Paying Off Student Loans?
· Article: Graduating? Here’s What to Know About Your Student Loans.
· Reference: Student Loan Repayment Plans
· Video: Student Loan Repayment Options
· Article: Is the 10-Year Standard Repayment Plan Right for You?
· Article: The Ultimate Guide to Student Loan Interest Rates
· Activity: COMPARE: Which Repayment Option is Best?
· Article: Student Loan Delinquency and Default Consequences
· Reference: Consolidating Your Federal Education Loans
· Article: What’s the Difference Between Student Loan Forbearance and Deferment?





 6.1 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Article: What Is a Budget?
· Video: Needs vs. Wants
· Activity: COMPARE: Needs vs. Wants
· Case Study: CASE STUDY: How Do I Budget?
· Article: Eight Questions to Answer Before Picking a College











	Week 15 
 
 
	6.2 Budgeting Strategies















6.3 Complete a Budget 
	 6.2: Students will be able to:
· How to define wealth and differentiate it from “having lots of fancy stuff”
· The importance of creating a budget and paying yourself first
· Key aspects of three popular budgeting strategies -- 50/30/20, Zero-based, and Cash Envelope








 6.3: Students will be able to:
· Differentiate between gross and net pay
· Create a budget on a salaried adult’s income and adjust it as required
· Research and choose appropriate budgeting apps to meet specific needs

	 6.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Video: What is Wealth?
· Article: Reasons Why You Should Budget Your Money
· Activity: MOVE: Organize Budget Expenses
· Video: Building a Budget: It's a Money Thing
· Interactive: The 50/30/20 Budget Calculator
· Video: Zero-Based Budgeting, Where Every Dollar Counts
· Video: What Is a Zero-Based Budget?
· Article: How to Use the Cash Envelope System to Master Your Finances
· Article: Pay Yourself First


 6.3
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Data Crunch: What Does the Average Household Spend Money On?
· Article: What Is the Difference Between Wages and Salary?
· Video: Gross Pay vs. Net Pay: What's the Difference?
· Activity: CREATE: A Salary-Based Budget
· Article: The 7 Best Budget Apps for 2020
· Article: 3 Reasons Why Your Budget Isn't Working and How to Fix It
· Article: Experts Agree: You Don't Need a Budget as Long as You Do One Thing












 

	Week 16 
 
 
	6.4 Budgeting in the Gig Economy 
















6.5 Budgeting for Your Home  
	 6.4: Students will be able to:
· Define the gig economy and freelancing
· Understand the financial implications of working in the gig economy
· Acknowledge the special importance of saving if you work a gig job












 6.5: Students will be able to:
· Factors to consider when deciding where to live, including the cost of living
· Benefits of having a roommate and how to set themselves up for success in living with others
· How to find and rent their first apartment
· How much they’ll need to budget for utilities and renter’s insurance
· How to decide whether to rent or buy a home

	 6.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Video: What Is the Gig Economy?
· Article: The Difference Between Freelancing and Being an Employee
· Video: The Keys to Finding Success as a Gig Worker
· Infographic: Freelancing in America
· Activity: READ: Making It in the Gig Economy
· Interactive: INTERACTIVE: Can You Make It as An Uber Driver?
· Video: Here are 5 steps to build a budget if you don’t have a steady income





 6.5 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity    
· Question of the Day: What percent of 18-34 year olds are living with their parents?
· Article: Where Should I Live? 14 Important Factors When Deciding the Best Place to Live
· Article: What Is the 'Cost of Living'?
· Interactive: NerdWallet's Cost of Living Calculator
· Article: The Pros and Cons of Having a Roommate
· Activity: PROJECT: Budgeting with Roommates
·  Activity: COMPARE: Find an Apartment
· Video: Do These 9 Things Before Signing a Lease
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Residential Lease
· Activity: COMPARE: Select Your Utilities
· Interactive: What’s Your Stuff Worth?
· Edpuzzle: Should You Buy a House?










	Week 17 
 
 
	6.6 Budgeting for Transportation














6.7 Budgeting for Food 
















Unit 6 Test Review 
Unit 6 Test

	 6.6: Students will be able to:
· Identify different options for car ownership and the costs associated with these options
· Conduct online research regarding the true cost of car ownership 
· Make decisions to budget effectively in order to meet your transportation needs









 6.7: Students will be able to:
· Implement a variety of strategies to save money on groceries
· Calculate the unit price on common grocery items and use it as a part of your decision-making process
· Understand how dining out affects your financial goal

	 6.6 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Infographic: Understanding the Basics of Transportation Choice
· EdPuzzle: It’s a Money Thing: Leasing vs. Buying a New Car
· Video: Buying New Cars vs. Choosing Used Vehicles
· Activity: RESEARCH: Monthly Cost of Car Ownership
· Article: 3 Costs of Your Commute to Work
· Interactive: Cost of Commuting Calculator





 6.7 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Article: How Much Should I Spend on Groceries
· Video: How to Save Money on Grocery Shopping
· Video: Unit Pricing Helps You Save
· Video: Which Is the Better Buy?
· Activity: MATH: Unit Price
· Article: Paper Coupons Are Popular, But Digital Coupons Are Better
· EdPuzzle: How Eating Out Keeps You Poor!
· Article: Gen Zers: Putting Their Money Where Their Mouths Are
















	Week 18 
 
 
	UNIT 7: INVESTING
7.1 Why Should I Invest?











 
7.2 What is a Stock? 
	 7.1: Students will be able to:
· Define investing and distinguish it from saving and trading
· Identify reasons for investing, including outpacing inflation
· Analyze how compounding builds wealth over time. 
· Reflect on how investing contributes to wealth inequality





 7.2: Students will be able to:
· Describe what stocks are, how you can earn profit from stocks, and the risks of investing
· Summarize long-term trends in the stock market
· Analyze the performance of individual stocks over time
· Consider how personal values may influence investing decisions

	 7.1 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Infographic: A Simple Introduction to Investing
· Video: Investing vs Trading: What’s the Difference?
· Article: REFERENCE: Reasons to Invest
· Video: Understanding Inflation
· Video: Investing Basics: The Power of Compounding
· Activity: INTERACTIVE: The Power of Compounding
· Activity: ANALYZE: Inequalities in Investing
· Video: Wealth Distribution in the US



 7.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Question of the Day: What percent of 18-34 year olds are investing in the stock market?
· Video: The Stock Market Explained
· Infographic: The Stock Market - Explained
· Activity: READ: 25 Investing Basics
· Video: Trends in the Stock Market
· Article: Can Anybody Beat the Market?
· Interactive: Playing the Long Game
· Infographic: S&P 500 Total Index Returns 1957 - March 2020
· Article: How to Read a Stock Quote
· Reference: Stock Performance - Nike
· Activity: PROJECT: 5 Stocks on Your Birthday
· Article: As Investors Try to Be More Ethical, Some Find No Escape from Businesses They Detest













	Week 19 
 
 
	7.3 What is a Bond? 














7.4 Managing Risk
	 7.3: Students will be able to:
· Explain what a bond is and the pros and cons of investing in bonds
· Understand the various factors that can influence bond prices such as interest rates
· Identify the difference between an individual bond and a bond fund
· Read a bond fund fact sheet







 7.4: Students will be able to:
· Explain what risk is and its role in investing
· Analyze effective strategies to manage investment risk
· Identify which strategies you might use to manage risk when you start investing

	 7.3
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Video: Investing Basics: Bonds
· Infographic: What Are the Main Types of Bonds?
· Mini-Activity: Bond Breakdown
· Infographic: The Bond See-Saw
· Video: Back to Basics: Understanding Yield and the Effects of Rising Rates
· Video: Individual Bonds vs. Bond Funds: What’s the Difference?
· Video: How to Read a Bond Fund Fact Sheet
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Bond Mutual Fund Fact Sheet


 7.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: What is Investment Risk?
· Review: The S&P 500
· Video: The Power of Diversification
· Infographic: Diversification Can Be Simple or Complex
· Activity: DATA CRUNCH: How Does Your Asset Mix Impact Your Returns?
· Video: Is Dollar-Cost Averaging Better Than Lump Sum Investing?
· Activity: ANALYZE: Dollar-Cost Averaging in Action
· Reflection: The Day You Start Investing

















	Week 20 
 
 
	7.5 Investing in Funds













7.6 Deep Dive into Funds 
	 7.5: Students will be able to:
·  Explain the difference between active investing and passive investing 
· Identify a variety of popular investment funds including mutual funds, index funds, exchange traded funds, and target date funds
· Read a fund fact sheet for an index fund and a target date fund






 7.6: Students will be able to:
· Arrange companies to create a diversified mutual fund or index fund
· Evaluate how the composition of a mutual fund or index fund is associated with risk and reward
· Analyze the composition of the S&P 500

	 7.5 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Article: What Is a Fund?
· Video: What is Active and Passive Investing?
· Video: Investing Basics: Mutual Funds
· Article: What is An Index Fund?
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Stock Index Fund Fact Sheet
· Infographic: The Difference Between Mutual Funds and ETFs
· Video: Choosing the right Target Date Fund
· Reference: Vanguard Target Retirement 2065 Fund
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Target Date Fund Fact Sheet

 7.6 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Activity: MOVE: Let’s Make a Mutual Fund
· Activity: MOVE: Organize A Stock Market Index
· Activity: INTERACTIVE: What’s the S&P 500?
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	Week 21 
 
 
	7.7 What’s Your Investment Strategy? 















7.8 The Importance of Investing for Retirement
	 7.7: Students will be able to:
· Discuss best practices how to prepare for the psychological elements of investing
· Determine your investor profile based on time horizon and risk tolerance
· Discuss specific investing strategies
· Understand what a brokerage account is and how to open one
· Demonstrate your understanding of investing strategies by creating a simulated portfolio







 7.8: Students will be able to:
· Investigate how investing can be a powerful tool to meet your retirement goals 
· Explain why most Americans cannot rely on Social Security and pensions alone for retirement 
· Explore factors that can impact how much you might need in retirement and your ability to meet your retirement savings goal
· Understand the growing popularity of the F.I.R.E. movement

	 7.7 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Question of the Day: What Percentage of Pros Beat the Market?
· Video: 5 Questions to Ask Before Investing
· Article: The Importance of Making an Annual Financial Plan
· Infographic: Tips for Beginner Investors
· Interactive: Investor Questionnaire
· Article: Investment Strategies for New Investors
· Activity: INTERACTIVE: Invest With STAX!
· Article: What Is a Brokerage Account and How Do I Open One?
· Activity: PROJECT: Build Your Portfolio


 7.8 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Question of the Day: What is the average amount of retirement savings for 20-29-year olds?
· Article: What Retirement Is and How to Get There
· Infographic: What is Social Security?
· Video: Will Social Security Be Around for Millennials?
· Article: Pension Plan vs. 401(k): Types, Pros & Cons
· Reference: Defined-Benefit Pension Plans Are on the Wane
· Reference: Retirement Benefit Access, Participation, and Take-Up Rates for Union and Nonunion Civilian Workers
· Activity: ANALYZE: Investing for Retirement
· Video: How Much Savings Do You Need to Retire?
· Activity: CALCULATE: Retirement Savings Goals
· Fincap Friday: Playing With F.I.R.E 








	Week 22 
 
 
	7.9 How to Invest for Retirement















7.10 Modern Investing













 
Unit 7 Test Review 
Unit 7 Test

	 7.9: Students will be able to:
· Explain the advantages of a 401(k)
· Analyze who has access to 401(k) accounts
· Compare different types of retirement accounts, including Roth IRAs, traditional IRAs, 401(k)s, and pensions
· Simulate signing up for a 401(k) or IRA account










 7.10: Students will be able to:
· Discuss the function and growth of robo-advising, along with its relationship with human investment managers
· Explain the function, pros, and cons of micro-investing
· Identify best practices to use when evaluating a mobile investing app 
· Understand the capital gains tax and how it applies to gains realized through modern investing tools
· Compare modern investing tools

	 7.9 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Question of the Day: How much would I need to save monthly to have $1 million when I retire?
· Video: Say “OK” to the 401k
· Graph: Example 401(k) Growth
· Article: Why the 401(k) Won’t Fix the U.S. Retirement Crisis
· Video: IRA vs 401k
· Activity: COMPARE: Types of Retirement Accounts
· Article: How and Where to Open an IRA
· Activity: ROLEPLAY: Sign up for an IRA
· Activity: ROLEPLAY: Sign up for a 401(k)  



 7.10 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Video: Will Robots Replace Human Financial Advisors?
· Infographic: How Micro-investing Works
· Article: Pros and Cons of Spare Change Investing Apps
· Article: Considering a budgeting and investing app? Here’s how to vet it before handing over your information.
· Video: Capital Gains Taxes Explained
· Activity: RESEARCH: Online Tools and Apps
 
















	Week 23 
 
 
	UNIT 8: Behavioral Economics 
8.1 Are you Really in Control of Your Decisions? 







8.2 Sore Loser
	 8.1: Students will be able to:
· Experience cognitive biases through thought experiments
· Identify various cognitive biases
· Give examples of cognitive biases in your own life
· Explain what cognitive bias is and how it can impact our decision making




 8.2: Students will be able to:
· Discuss the cognitive bias of loss aversion and how we feel the effect of losses more than gains
· Make decisions that involve risk and the possibility of loss
· Analyze loss aversion from the perspective of consumers and investors
· Choose strategies that will help overcome loss aversion

	 8.1 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Experiment: Experiment 1: Buy Now or Buy Later
· Experiment: Experiment 2: What’s it Worth?
· Experiment: Experiment 3: Find the Sequence Rule
· Experiment: Experiment 4: Investing
· Article: Cognitive Bias: Understanding How It Affects Your Decisions
· Video: 5 Ways People Are Dumb with Money 


8.2
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: The Psychology Behind Irrational Decisions
· Graphic: What is Loss Aversion?
· Activity: ECON: Risk and Loss Aversion
· Reference: When Do Consumers Deal with Loss Aversion?
· Video: An Investor's Guide to Loss Aversion
· Article: Overcoming an Aversion to Loss
 





















	Week 24 
 
 
	8.3 Let it Go! 











8.4 Everyone Else is Doing It!
	 8.3: Students will be able to:
· Identify how the endowment effect and sunk costs affect our decision making
· Discuss how the endowment effect and sunk costs are connected to our personal finances
· Demonstrate making decisions after you’ve already spent time, money, or effort
· Choose strategies that are helpful in combating the endowment effect and sunk costs


 8.4: Students will be able to:
· Understand what herd mentality and FOMO are
· Explain how these two cognitive biases impact our personal finances 
· Identify practical steps someone can take to combat the influence of herd mentality and FOMO 

	 8.3
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Video: Why Are We So Attached to Our Things?
· Article: Endowment Effect - What It Is and How It Can Sabotage Your Budget
· Reference: Not Mine vs. Mine
· Activity: PLAY: Dollar Auction Game
· Video: What Are Sunk Costs?
· Interactive: How Susceptible Are You to Sunk Costs?


8.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity  
· Video: Question the Herd
· Infographic: The Bandwagon Effect
· Video: FOMO: Our Relationship with Social Media
· Question of the Day: What percentage of people make purchases due to FOMO?
· Article: What Is FOMO and YOLO Teaching Us About Our Money?
· Video: Panic Buying Leaves Empty Shelves at Supermarkets and Stores
· FinCap Friday: Until the Game Stops
· Article: 'FOMO Took Over.' Some Buyers Who Caved to a Hot Housing Market Now Regret It
· Activity: ANALYZE: FOMO & Herd Mentality in Advertisements
















	Week 25 
 
 
	8.5 Arrogance and Echo Chambers 









8.6 Enough is Enough 

	 8.5: Students will be able to:
· Understand what confirmation bias is and how it can influence your decision making
· Identify types of overconfidence and give examples that show up in everyday life
· Explore strategies to avoid confirmation bias and overconfidence




 8.6: Students will be able to:
· Understand what hedonic adaptation is and how it influences our financial decisions
· Explain the connection between our happiness levels and how much we earn and spend 
· Identify steps someone can take to counteract the impact of hedonic adaptation 

	 8.5
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: Confirmation Bias Explained
· Infographic: Types of Confirmation Bias
· Edpuzzle: Overconfidence
· Article: Types of Overconfidence
· Article: The Psychology Behind Your Worst Investment Decisions 


8.6 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: Would winning the lottery make you happier?
· Graphic: The Hedonic Treadmill
· Video: How Much Money Do You Need to Earn to Be Happy?
· Article: Want Stuff? Why We Are Driven to Buy More
· Infographic: The Hedonic Adaptation Cycle
· Infographic: Spend Better
· Article: Scientific Proof That Buying Things Can Actually Lead to Happiness (Sometimes)
· Activity: CREATE: A PSA on Why We Shop





















	Week 26 
 
 
	8.7 I Saw it on Social Media 






Unit 8 Test Review 
Unit 8 Test

	 8.7: Students will be able to:
· Reflect on the various cognitive biases you have learned about in this unit
· Identify the variety of ways social media marketers use cognitive biases to influence consumer behavior 
· Work with your peers to create a social media marketing strategy for a specific product 

	 8.7 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity 
· Video: How Social Media Keeps You Poor!
· Activity: PROJECT: The Ultimate Social Media Strategy








































	Week 27 
 
 
	UNIT 9: CAREER
9.1 Career Basics 













9.2 Choosing a Career 
	 9.1: Students will be able to:
· Identify different available career pathways
· Analyze the relationship between education, pay, and unemployment
· Recognize how different careers can be connected by similar skill sets
· Contextualize the minimum and median wage in your state







 9.2: Students will be able to:
· Analyze potential careers based on salary, stability, growth, training, and responsibilities
· Explore different career options based on your interests
· Understand how to use an informational interview to gather details on a target career

	 9.1 
· Lesson Guide
· Student Activity
· Data Crunch: DATA CRUNCH: What Job Characteristics Matter Most to College Grads?
· Video: Work or College?
· Article: Alternatives to College: What Are My Options?
· Video: FinCap Friday: Education Saves Jobs
· Activity: MOVE: Career Comparison
· Activity: INTERACTIVE: What is the Most Common Job in Each State?
· Reference: A Wide Range of Minimum and Median Wages Across States   


 9.2
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Data Crunch: DATA CRUNCH: Which Careers Are the Biggest Gamble?
· Article: Dig Deeper Into the 15 Jobs on the Rise
· Article: How to Choose a Career
· Activity: INTERACTIVE: Which Jobs Align with My Interests?
· Infographic: Grace’s Path to Success
· Video: What’s an Informational Interview? 



















	Week 28 
 
 
	9.3 Workplace Skills









 
9.4 Finding a Job 
	 9.3: Students will be able to:
· Differentiate between hard skills and soft skills
· Identify skills necessary for a range of jobs
· Analyze the skills you currently have and those you will need to gain for a specific career
· Demonstrate the use of soft skills in different roleplay scenarios




 9.4: Students will be able to:
· Use online job boards to find and read job postings for open roles that meet your career. goals and qualifications
· Prepare for and navigate career fairs and other networking events
· Write an elevator pitch that will leave a positive first impression
· Overcome imposter syndrome when applying for jobs

	 9.3 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· EdPuzzle: Hard Skills vs. Soft Skills
· Reference: The Importance of Soft Skills
· Article: The Top 25 Soft Skills and 3 Ways to Get Them
· Article: Employment Skills Listed by Job
· Interactive: Skills Matcher
· Activity: Demonstrating Soft Skills


 9.4
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Video: How to Plan Your Job Search and Find a Job Faster
· Article: 6 Smart Ways to Use Job Boards to Find Your Next Gig
· Video: How to Read a Job Posting
· Reference: Practice Reading a Job Post
· Article: The 8 Best Entry-Level Job Sites for College Graduates and New Alumni
· Article: Types of Career Networking Events to Attend
· Video: How to Navigate a Career Fair
· Video: Impress for Success
· Video: Michelle Obama Explains Imposter Syndrome
 


















	Week 29 
 
 
	9.5 Your LinkedIn Profile













 
9.6 Resumes and Cover Letters 
	 9.5: Students will be able to:
· Explain the benefits of having a LinkedIn profile as a professional
· Create a LinkedIn profile and use it to advance your career and grow your network.
· Understand the importance of having a professional online presence








 9.6: Students will be able to:
· Explain what a resume and cover letter are and how they are used in the hiring process
· Identify how a resume differs from a LinkedIn profile 
· Write a resume with little to no work experience
· Create a resume and cover letter for yourself

	 9.5
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet
· Question of the Day: What is the minimum age requirement to create a LinkedIn account?
· Video: 6 Reasons You Need a LinkedIn Profile
· Article: How to Make a Better LinkedIn Profile
· Activity: CREATE: A LinkedIn Profile
· Video: Searching for Jobs on LinkedIn
· Article: LinkedIn Networking: How to Cultivate Meaningful Connections Online
· Video: Teen Voices: Oversharing and Your Digital Footprint 


 9.6
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Infographic: Resume Format
· Video: What Should You Include on a Resume?
· Article: Resume and LinkedIn Profile Writing: How Different Should They Be?
· Article: How to Write a Resume with No Experience (Plus Examples)
· Infographic: Resume vs. Cover Letter: What's the Difference?
· Infographic: The Anatomy of a Perfect Cover Letter
· Video: How to Write a Cover Letter
· Activity: CREATE: A Resume and Cover Letter
 















	Week 30 
 
 
	9.7 Interviewing for a Job 













9.8 Outcomes of a Job Interview 
	 9.7: Students will be able to:
· Incorporate multiple strategies to potentially generate interview opportunities
· Prepare yourself physically and mentally for a job interview
· Practice answering common job interview questions
· Recognize behavioral interview questions and develop a strategy for answering those questions
· Review appropriate ways to follow-up after an interview



 9.8: Students will be able to:
· Professionally negotiate your salary
· Describe key job benefits 
· Compare multiple job offers based on a variety of criteria to determine the best fit
· How to react and next steps to follow if you do not get offered the job

	 9.7
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Article: 5 Fixable Job Search Mistakes That Are Holding You Back from Interviews
· Video: Top Interview Tips
· Article: How to Dress for an Interview by Industry
· Article: Acing Your Virtual Job Interview
· Video: Popular Job Interview Questions
· Infographic: The STAR Interview Method
· Video: How to Prepare for a Behavioral Interview
· Activity: PROJECT: Who Aced the Interview Challenge?
· Article: What to Do After an Interview


 9.8
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Video: How to Negotiate Your Salary
· Article: Understanding Your Employee Benefits
· Data Crunch: DATA CRUNCH: Which Benefits Are Most Valued by Job Seekers?
· Article: How to Decide Between Multiple Job Offers
· Activity: COMPARE: Choosing Between Job Offers
· Article: What to Do When You Don’t Get a Job Offer
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	9.9 Starting a New Job



















9.10 Career Success 













Unit 9 Test Review 
Unit 9 Test



	 9.9: Students will be able to:
· Read a pay stub and understand how taxes and other deductions are withheld to calculate your net pay
· Complete employee paperwork to initiate tax withholdings, direct deposit, health insurance, and 401(k) contributions













 9.10: Students will be able to:
· Identify important tasks you might not have thought to do prior to starting your new job
· Explain the benefits of joining a professional organization and identify professional organizations that could help you grow in your career
· Effectively ask for a raise
· Create a plan that shows the career path you can take to get to your dream job

	 9.9
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Question of the Day: What percent of Americans do not receive a steady paycheck?
· Video: How to Read a Pay Stub
· Video: Tax Withholding
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Pay Stub
· Article: Your Guide to Direct Deposit: How to Get Paid in 2021
· Infographic: Reasons to Make the Switch to Direct Deposit
· Reference: Employer Responsibilities
· Video: The US's History of Employer-Sponsored Health Insurance
· Video: What is a 401(k)?
· Activity: PROJECT: First Week on the Job Means Paperwork


 9.10 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Article: How to Prepare to Start a New Job
· Question of the Day: What’s the #1 Predictor of Career Success?
· Article: Want to Grow? Join a Professional Organization
· Article: List of Professional Associations & Organizations by Industry
· Video: How to Ask for a Raise
· Activity: PROJECT: How Can I Get to My Dream Job?










	Week 32 
 
 
	 UNIT 10: TAXES
10.1 The U.S. Tax System 













10.2 Important Tax Forms 
	 10.1: Students will be able to:
· Explain where income taxes are collected from and how they provide revenue for public expenses 
· Describe how the progressive tax code, current tax brackets, and different taxes between states lead to individuals paying varying amounts of taxes







 10.2: Students will be able to:
· Distinguish between common IRS forms and determine when and how each form is used in the tax cycle
· Explain the purpose of a W-4 and how withholdings impact your paycheck
· Carefully read the details of a W-2 form

	 10.1
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet
· Article: How Are My State Taxes Spent?
· Article: Local Tax Definition
· Video: If Paychecks Could Talk
· Article: Payroll Tax [vs. Income Tax]
· Activity: MOVE: Your Tax Dollar in Action
· Reference: 9 Types of Taxes in the US
· Video: Three Types of Tax Systems
· Video: How Tax Brackets Actually Work
· Article: Best & Worst States to be a Taxpayer
· Activity: CALCULATE: What Affects How Much We Pay in Taxes?

 10.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Activity: COMPARE: Tax Forms and Their Purpose
· Video: What You Need to Know About Form W-4
· Activity: FINE PRINT: W-4 Form
· Video: What's a W-2 Form?
· Activity: FINE PRINT: W-2 Form
· Activity: RESEARCH: The Tax Cycle 





















	Week 33 
 
 
	10.3 Do I Need to File a Tax Return? 












10.4 Filing Your Taxes 

	 10.3: Students will be able to:
· Understand the factors that determine whether or not someone has to file a tax return
· Explain what a dependent is and establish if they can be claimed as a dependent by someone else on their tax return
· Determine whether someone has to file a tax return based on their specific situation 





 10.4: Students will be able to:
· Identify what they need to file their tax returns
· Distinguish tax credits from tax deductions and understand how they can lower their overall tax burdens
· Complete a 1040 form to file their tax returns
· Explain how to pay back any taxes they owe or how to maximize a tax refund
· Identify fees and penalties they will incur if they fail to file a tax return or pay back taxes owed

	 10.3
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet
· Video: 2 Reasons to File Taxes Even if You Don’t Have To
· Article: Tax Guide: Dependents
· Reference: Earned vs. Unearned Income
· Interactive: Quizlet: Taxes - Earned vs. Unearned Income
· Reference: Updated Tax Figures
· Reference: Do I Need to File a Return?
· Activity: PLAY: Should They File a Tax Return?  


 10.4
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet
· Video: Teens Help with Taxes
· Reference: Tax Preparation Checklist for Teens
· Reference: Tax Deductions vs. Credits
· Reference: Standard Deductions vs. Itemized Deductions
· Activity: CALCULATE: Completing a 1040
· Article: 5 Things You Should Know About Filing State Income Taxes
· Video: Ways to File Your Taxes
· Article: What Happens if They Find Mistakes on Your Tax Return?
· Video: Why Do I Owe on My Tax Return?
· Article: What to Do with Your Tax Refund















	Week 34 
 
 
	10.5 Dive Deeper into Taxes 














Unit 10 Test Review 
Unit 10 Test


UNIT 11: INSURANCE 
11.1 Insurance Fundamentals 

	 10.5: Students will be able to:
· Decide when it is best to itemize their deductions and when to take the standard deduction
· Differentiate between employees, contractors, and freelancers, and how that status affects their taxes
· Understand the tax implications of taking on multiple revenue streams
· Choose which types of investment accounts are best for their current and future tax situations








 11.1: Students will be able to:
· Explain the fundamental ways that insurance companies provide coverage but also make money as a business
· Recognize the relationship between insurance premiums, deductibles, and coverage limits
· Determine the role of states in providing, regulating, and enforcing insurance requirements
· Acknowledge the costs of insurance fraud

	 10.5 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Reference: Standard vs Itemized Deductions
· Article: Tax Deductions Guide and 20 Popular Breaks for 2020 and 2021
· Video: Tax Tips When Filing for Multiple Jobs
· Article: Independent Contractors
· Article: Taxes for Contractors
· Article: Freelancer Taxes: A Guide for Filing with a Side Gig
· Video: Never Pay Taxes on Investment Earnings with a ROTH IRA
· Article: The 3 Types of Income and How They're Taxed






 11.1
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Video: Intro to Insurance
· Infographic: Four Types of Insurance Everyone Should Have
· Infographic: Insurance Premiums, Deductibles, & Limits
· Infographic: Relationship Between Deductibles and Premiums
· Activity: MOVE: What Determines Your Insurance Premium?
· Article: Who Oversees Auto Insurance Companies?
· Activity: RESEARCH: Insurance in Your State
· Video: Fake ‘Slip and Fall’ Insurance Claims Can Cost You
· Article: 2017 Driving in America Report: The Costs and Risks








	Week 35 
 
 
	11.2 Health Insurance 101 





















11.3 Finding a Health Insurance Plan
	 11.2: Students will be able to:
· Understand the importance of having health insurance 
· Identify the various costs affiliated with having health insurance 
· Explain how health insurance works and the different types of plans available to them 
· Understand how government healthcare programs like Medicaid and CHIP work and who qualifies for them 
· Explore steps they can take to lower their medical costs











 11.3: Students will be able to:
· Understand how millions of Americans get their health insurance 
· Explain the pros and cons of opting into your employer health plan versus buying your own 
· Read the fine print on a health benefits form and shop around for a health insurance plan that works for you
· Determine what steps you can take if you are faced with expensive medical bills 

	 11.2 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet
· Question of the Day: What percent of children under the age of 18 visit an emergency room annually?
· Article: Why Do I Need Health Insurance?
· Article: How Much Does a Hospital Stay Cost?
· Video: Health Insurance Explained – The YouToons Have It Covered
· Reference: Different Ways to Get Health Insurance
· Activity: COMPARE: Types of Health Insurance Plans
· Article: Benefits and Costs of Catastrophic Health Insurance
· Video: HSA vs FSA
· Article: How Insurance Companies Set Health Premiums
· Article: How Much Does Health Insurance Cost Without a Subsidy?
· Video: What Is Medicaid?
· Article: Medicaid & CHIP Coverage
· Article: Money Saving Tips If You Can’t Afford Health Care 


 11.3 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Data Crunch: How Do Americans Get Health Insurance?
· Article: Employer Health Insurance Versus Individual Plans
· Reference: What is a Healthcare Marketplace?
· Article: The Marketplace in Your State
· Question of the Day: Until what age can a child stay on their parents’ health insurance?
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Health Benefits Form
· Article: What is the Value of Dental and Vision Insurance?
· Data Crunch: Are Americans Worried About Unexpected Medical Bills?
· Article: What to Do When You Get Medical Bills You Can’t Afford to Pay





	Week 36 
 
 
	11.4 Auto Insurance 




















11.5 Home & Renters Insurance 
	 11.4: Students will be able to:
· Describe the main types of auto insurance policies
· Explain the relationship between deductibles, coverage limits, and premiums for auto insurance
· List factors that determine auto insurance premiums
· Determine legally required and recommended coverage levels
· Read the fine print of an insurance policy and determine what coverage is provided 
· Identify steps to take immediately after an auto accident and successfully file a claim







 11.5: Students will be able to:
· Distinguish the similarities and differences between renters and homeowner’s insurance
· Read the fine print of a rental insurance agreement and a homeowner’s insurance declaration page
· Appreciate why it is valuable to have insurance for your dwelling, regardless of whether you own or rent a home

	 11.4 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Video: Understanding 5 Types of Car Insurance Coverage
· Article: Minimum Car Insurance Requirements by State
· Reference: Deductibles and Coverage Limits
· Data Crunch: How Much Do Auto Insurance Rates Vary by Age?
· Video: 5 Factors That Affect Your Auto Insurance Payment
· Article: How to Read a Car Insurance Policy
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Auto Insurance Declaration Page
· Case Study: Fender Bender Frenzy!
· Article: What are the Consequences of Driving Without Insurance?
· Article: What Happens If Someone Drives Your Car and They Get in An Accident?
· Video: Should You Buy Extra Rental Car Insurance?


 11.5 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet 
· Question of the Day: What percent of renters carry a renter’s insurance policy?
· Video: Insurance 101 - Renters Insurance
· Video: How to Get Renters Insurance (Apartment Hunting 3/3)
· Interactive: What’s Your Stuff Worth?
· Activity: FINE PRINT: Renters Insurance Agreement
· Data Crunch: How Do Renters and Homeowners Insurance Compare?
· Video: Homeowners Insurance 101 (Home Shopping 4/6)
· Video: Sample of Homeowners Declarations Page
· Video: If a Tree Falls on Your House, Does Homeowners Insurance Cover It?
· Article: What Does Home Insurance Cover In 2021? | 65 Things We Found!


  

	Week 37 
 
 
	11.6 Other Types of Insurance 














Unit 11 Test Review 
Unit 11 Test


UNIT 12: Consumer Skills 
12.1 Social Media & Influencers 

	 11.6: Students will be able to:
· Investigate other types of insurance, such as life insurance, long term disability, travel, extended warranties, cell phone, and pet insurance, and determine if they are worthwhile expenses
· Describe the cost and impact of larger societal forms of insurance, like Social Security












12.1: Students will be able to:
· Analyze current teen spending habits 
· Examine their role as a consumer and their consumer decisions 
· Explain how social media and influencers can impact a consumer’s spending decisions 
· Identify steps a consumer can take to decrease the influence of social media on their spending decisions

	 11.6 
· Lesson Guide
· Activity Packet
· Reference: Life Insurance Napkin
· Video: What’s the Difference Between Term and Permanent Life Insurance?
· Article: Do You Need Life Insurance for Teenagers?
· Video: Long Term Disability Insurance 101
· Article: Social Security Napkin
· Article: Extended Warranties
· Article: Is Smartphone Insurance Worth Buying?
· Video: Travel Insurance: To Buy or Not to Buy?
· Video: Is Pet Insurance Worth It?
· Article: 9 Valuable Credit Card Benefits You Might Already Have  





12.1 
· Activity Packet 
· Teen Spending Habits in 2021
· TikTok Made Me Buy It
· REFERENCE: What Does Social Media Influence Us to Buy?
· When deciding whether to follow an influencer on social media, what trait did teens say was most important?
· Influencing the Influencers
· Overspending Because of Social Media? Here's How to Stop.
· ANALYZE: What is My Role as a Consumer? 












	Week 38 
 
 
	12.2 Advertisements & Dark Patterns











12.3 Comparison Shopping 
	 12.2: Students will be able to:
· Identify ways advertisements work on your psychology
· Identify dark patterns you regularly encounter
· Learn why companies use dark patterns








 12.3: Students will be able to:
· Understand what comparison shopping is, how it can help consumers, and when it makes sense to comparison shop
· Identify a variety of factors to consider when comparison shopping 
· Explain how using tools such as browser extensions and price matching can help them find the best deal
· Consider the impact a consumer decision may have on the environment 

	 12.2 
· Activity Packet
· Video: Toyota, Built for a Better World
· The 6 Ways of Influence
· 3 Sneaky Tactics That Websites Use to Make You Spend
· How Dark Patterns Trick You Online
· MOVE: Identifying Dark Patterns
· INTERACTIVE: Terms and Conditions Game
· Subscription Companies Rethink Irksome Cancelation Practices
· How to Protect Yourself from Dark-Pattern Practices 


 12.3 
· Activity Packet 
· Shopping Online
· Are You Getting the Best Deal? 5 Things to Consider When Comparison Shopping
· Big Box Stores vs. Small Retailers
· Best Browser Extensions for Online Shopping
· How to Price Match
· Best Buy Price Match Guarantee
· Target Price Match Guarantee
· Walmart Price Match Policy
· The Truth About Online Shopping
· MOVE: What Will You Buy?
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	Week 39 
 
 
	12.4 Being a Savvy Customer 











12.5 Scams & Fraud 
	 12.4: Students will be able to:
· Weigh subscription options for products and services 
· Learn about hidden fees and how to avoid them
· Consider the benefits of buying goods second hand
· Evaluate various online marketplace options
· Learn how to stay safe when using buy/sell/trade marketplaces



 12.5: Students will be able to:
· Define scams and fraud 
· Identify red flags to look for in different types of scams and fraud
· Examine current trends for scams and fraud 
· Recommend what steps someone should take if they are scammed 

	 12.4 
· Activity Packet
· How much does the average consumer spend per month on subscription services?
· Subscriptions Everywhere! Clean Up Those Forgotten Monthly Fees
· How to Avoid Hidden Fees!
· Why You Need to Add Thrifting to Your To-Do List
· The Best Online Thrift Stores
· The Rising Popularity of the "Buy Nothing Project"
· Ways to Stay Safe When Using Facebook Marketplace
· Omnichannel Shopping in 2030

 12.5 
· Activity Packet
· Question of the Day: Who loses money to fraud more often - people ages 20-29 or 70-79?
· REFERENCE: What is a Scam?
· Every Scam Has One of These Red Flags: Ex-Con Man Frank Abagnale
· Trends in Fraud
· Social Media a Gold Mine for Scammers
· New Scam Alert
· Warning Issued Over New Amazon Phone Scam
· 5 Biggest Financial Scams (And How to Avoid Them)
· PLAY: Spot the Scam Signs
· What to Do if You Were Scammed















   

	Week 40 
 
 
	12.6 Identity Theft 














Unit 12 Test Review 
Unit 12 Test

	 12.6: Students will be able to:
· Identify different types of identity theft, how they can occur, and the impact they have on your life 
· Understand current trends about identity theft
· Identify the dangers of ID theft of minors
· Protect personal information through a variety of preventative measures
· Outline what steps to take if you are a victim of identity theft 

	 12.6
· Activity Packet
· Can You Really Protect Your Identity Online?
· COMPARE: Types of Identity Theft Part I
· Trends in Identity Theft
· 5 Ways Your Credit Card Info Might Be Stolen and How to Prevent It
· Child Identity Theft: How to Prevent Kids from Becoming Fraud Victims
· Protecting Yourself from Identity Theft
· How to Recognize Identity Theft and What to Do About it
· 10 Tips for Data Breach Victims
· PROJECT: Launch an ID Theft Awareness Campaign 



